Isaiah 42:1 — 7 A masterpiece worth restoring. (7.03.10 am)

Early on in our study of the book of Acts, we re¢laese words talking about the
thousands of new believers in Jesus in the eagly dathe Christian church:
‘They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teadndgo the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to praye/cts 2:42.

This morning we're privileged to be doing these sdhings — we've come
together because we as a family of God’s peoplevass in Jesus, want to
know more of that same Lord and Saviour in our lives. Anattimly comes
through devotion to the teaching of the Word of (Getlowship for mutual
encouragement and upbuilding, to the taking ofitead and wine, and to
prayer.

These are the vital things for Christians to bendoiVital’, comes from the
Latin word ‘vita’ meaning ‘life’ — these are therlys which arevital to us, the
things necessary for the Christian life.

It's important to remember the crucial aspectsaghf— and there isothing
more crucial than the Cross of Jesus. In fact tlos€<gives us the word
‘crucial’ —‘crux’ is the Latin word for ‘cross’. Beause the Christian faith has
the Cross at its centre, because Christianity Satssalvation is only possible
through Jesus’ work on the Cross, now we say tnghang which is so
important that it is totally necessarycisicial. The word ‘crucial’ is defined as
‘of extreme importance; vital to the resolutioneotrisis’. There’s ngreater
crisis than the broken relationship between Godraad. So what is vital to
resolve this crisis? The cross of Christ.

It's crucial, then, that all we think about this mimg is focused on Jesus, and as
we take the bread and wine later, we are rementpé@ramost important thing
that iscrucial to our salvation — the Cross.

The gospel of salvation is found throughout thel@®ibit was within God’s
purpose and plan before creation began — so | wsatd read this morning from
the old Testament, from the prophecy of Isaiahptdrad2. [P...... blue Bible]

The name Isaiah means ‘the Lord is salvation’t’sapt that his writings tell of
the coming salvation. And he ipeophet, this isprophecy — it's not just
history; here i$sod — who obviously knows the future — revealing pafthis
plan for the future through a messenger. God speaking to man, savéhaan
believe has God. So we do well to listen. 1
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[Read Isaiah 42:1-7]

A couple bought a house and were angry when the@ydout that the previous
owners had left aght mess in the attic — loads of junk that neededrepend
throwing away. As they were going through the pdésubbish, they came
across this old painting, hidden away in the carAéhough it was old and dull
and it had a tear in one corner, there was songe#dbout it that made them put
it to one side. Something said to them there wa®nwthis than met the eye.

So they put it in an Asda carrier bag and took thee local art dealer, who was
astounded When he looked closely, in the bottom cornertda just make
out the name ‘Rembrandt’. You can imagine this ¢e@splelight when the
dealer told them the Belgian artist’s painting cblié worth millions. But there
was that tear in the corner — that would tdi@isandsto repair. Was it worth
repairing and restoring? Of course the couple ‘yad!

I've already said that there is a crisis that needslving — the broken
relationship between God and man needs restosngworth repairing and
restoring? Of course God says ‘Yes!” God made mdrisown image man is
amasterpiececreated by God in his owikeness God says we’re worth
restoring, no mattewhat the cost.

The cost is his servant.

Verse 1 saysHere is my servant.The term servant is used in different ways in
the book of Isaiah: for example, Isaiah himself weferred to as God’s servant
in chapter 20; all the people of Israel as a umtraferred to as God'’s servant in
chapter 21, as they share in God’s mission to thrdw- they are his chosen
people — called out of all the peoples of the world

But we sense here that there is something diffeeatitthis servant in verse 1.
‘Here is my servant, whom | uphol@;od says;my chosen one, in whom |
delight.” Of all the servants God has spoken about in Isghahpne is different
— ‘this servant is my chosen oneilis use of the term servant up till now has
been leading up to this announcement in chapteétHi2e is my servant’

God has referred to Isaiah and Israel as his servahl want us to see this
morning the different nature ttis servant, and his different missiothis
servant is very different from those peoyiles servant has a different mission.
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Firstly we need to ask ourselves ‘What are Gpa'gplelike at this time?’

Well, they’re not a great advert for followers obd@; to say the least. In chapter
40, verse 27, for example, we see that despitéalls goodness to them and
providing for them even in difficult situations,ghare a bunch of complainers
and moaners. We read thehy do you say, O Jacob, and complain, O Israel,
‘My way is hidden from the Lord; my cause is disirelgd by my GodThey
complain that God is not doing things the way thyt. Things aren’t going
their way, so they start complaining.

Ring any bells? It does with me. | think we take ¢fold medal for complaining
in this country. We — I'm talking in gross genesalions here of course —
delight in complaining, in being negative, in brimg down rather than building
up. It's easy to criticise, isn't it — if Gordon @wn does something right, or
something well, the opposition and the media dgiveé him credit, they
suggest he’s got ulterior motives, or they ignom@nd focus on some other
mistake he’s made instead.

Things not going our way? Do we accept that Godiskimg his purposes out,
or do we complain, stamp our feet and kick up a.ftkaiti was a prime
example here — people around the world used thbceake and disaster there
to raise their voices againsbd again; if theres a God, why does he allow
these things to happen?

But what did we seen from the Haitians themselWssawthem thanking
God, as they were pulled out from the rubble, waerth®n the News that the
church is now strongethey recognise that onl¢od can help them in this
situation.

Israel are complainers. But ame any different?

They are also fearful and dismayed, we read intelnad, verse 1050 do not
fear, for | am with you; do not be dismayed, fam your God.They are God'’s
chosen people, but they are afraid about whatppér@ng to them, they are
worried.

More than that, chapter 42 verse 18 sdysar, you deaf; look you blind, and
see!” And because they don’t hear or see their God, éneylisobedient — verse
24 of chapter 42Who handed Jacob over to become loot, and Isa#té
plunderers? Was it not the Lord, against whom weshsinned? For they would
not follow his ways; they did not obey his laws.’
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God’s servant Israel — it doesn’t look very promgsdoes it? Not listening to
God, not seeing his will, not going his way, intfgoing against him. But how
aboutus? Arewe listening? Arewe seeing? Araeve going God’s way? [Pause]

This servant in chapter 41, verse 1 is announcathsigthis backdrop. A total
contrast. This servant is different. The peoplésodel were supposed to be
God’s servant in making him known to the nationd,they weren’t all they
should have been — this servant is goingetoedy that, the antidote to their
weakness and failure. Here is Godrsosenservant, God’perfect servant.
How the world needs God’s perfect servant today.

Let’s take a look. Let’s listen, let's see, letisawv and go God’s way. Let’s look
closer at this passage, then.

We find three distinct parts here: verses 1-4 doFessed to Israel, and God is
telling themabout his servant; in verses 5-7 we find God actualaiingto

the servant — the ‘you’ in verse ‘6 lfave calledyou in righteousnes$’is

singular, one person, God speaks to the servant; and v@8ese God
speaking to hipeopleonce more, the new things of verse 9 will be amced

to ‘you’, plural. But themain message of all three parts is the servant’s mmssio
— why is God’s servant to come?

1. The second half of verse‘lLwill put my Spirit on him and he will bring
justice to the nations.’Second half of verse 3n faithfulness he will bring
forth justice; he will not falter or be discouraged till he ebtishes justice on
earth.’

| got a new toy for Christmas this year, somethhrag | wouldreally enjoy if |
only had the time to get my teeth stuck into it & concordance of the Bible, it
lists all the words used in the Bible. But as vealithat it has references to the
Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek words of the originaipésr Marvellous! I'm a
linguist, so words fascinate me, where they commfand how they’'ve
influenced our language. | find this absolutelycfaating — sad, | know, but it
keeps me off the streets! But what greater wayutdhps to use than in the
study of the Word of God. Great!

In the first four verses of this chapter we finé thord in the English translated
as ‘justice’. The servant comes to bring justice Néar this word all the time in
today’s world, don’t we: justice for all, justicerfvictims, justice for those
badly done by, justice for fathers, justice fordsets, justice for families

who'’ve suffered loss. And we recognise that jusisagght ., don’t we? 4
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We’'ve often said that when someone receives arlesantence for a crime, we
naturally feel angry, don’t we. We see family mensbautside the court, “Call
that justice?” they say. Justice is important, édvagreethat the servant
coming to bring justice to the nations ig@odthing.

But the original Hebrew word here translated aggass ‘mishpat’, and this
word goes further than justtis idea of justice. Included in this word mishpat is
the idea of God'’s sovereignty — his rightful pl#é&:1), God’s way — the way
that is right (40:14), and man’s rightful positiand relationship with God
(40:27). All these are included in full justice.i$strue justice -God’s true
justice, God in sovereign control, msysright and just, and man in his rightful
relationship with God. This is true and full jugtidAs well as justice being
what'’s right, it includes being right with God. fias.

‘In his faithfulness he will bring forth justiceglwill not falter or be
discouraged till he establishes justice on earitnis is the servant’s mission —
to bring justice, aestoration of the relationship between God and man. A
masterpiece worth restoring. A huge mission — toGud'’s plans for his people
into action, to make the truth about God known digiout the nations
everywhere, that he is the almighty, sovereigratareand Lord of history.
Whatever the cost ‘e will not falter’.

2. In the second section of our passage, we sdddBong to his servant [read
verses 6, 7]. At the end of verse 5 we read that giees life and breath to the
world’s people. He is theltreator and he is committed &ustainingthem —
he gives them every breath.

The servant is to bia covenant for the people’ in creation God made a
covenant with his people, the servant is to beethbodiment of that covenant,
his commitment to his people. He is to ba light for the Gentiles’for all
people everywhere. God will reveal his purposesugh his servant, and he’ll
do this byopeningblind eyes, freeingaptives releasing those who sit in
darkness.

So the servant will come with a mission to unddlal horrible and disastrous
effects of sin, man going his own way and endindogp The servant will
come, this passage says, to open people’s eyks tauth, the truth abot@od,
but also he’s going to do what's necessary to selggople from their slavery
to a world without God, and to bring them freedomastored relationships
with their creator God. Could thelbe a more wonderful mission? 5
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This is what the servant, God’s chosen one, whiage. Giving people the
power to becomehildren of God.

3. In verse 9 we’'re told that the coming of thevaat is a new chapter in God’s
relationship with the world “hew things | declare’God’s glory will be
revealed, but in a new way, a far better way timaineé past. He'll reveal his
glory in his servant. His servant will starhew work, make anew covenant, he
will bring anew life. And ultimately, we’re told this in chaptebA.7,‘Behold, |
will create new heavens and a new earth, The fotimegs will not be
remembered, nor will they come to mirikhis will all lead to God creating new
heavens and a new earth. The past will be remenhberenore, because the
new will come. This all starts with the work of thergant.

[Break — sing ‘The servant king’]

Our passage is looking forward from Old Testamiené$ to the coming of
God’s servant. But how does it say he will come® phaople of Israel were
expecting a great warrior king, but our text hemegh’t give that impression.

We’'re told in verse 1 that the source of his sttenygll be the Spirit of God,
and verse 4 tells us that he will rule accordinGtm’s law, the Word of God;
but he will not be overbearing, he will be lovimpmpassionate, gentle —
verse 3,A bruised reed he will not break, and a smouldgnivick he will not
snuff out.’He isn’t a cruel warrior, but a compassionate, tsoffering God,
committed to the salvation of his people. And inseed, where it says the
servantwill not falter or be discouraged’ think there is more than a hint that
he will need tasuffer to bring justice to the nations. [Pause]

So where do we see the fulfilment of Isaiah’s pegyt? I'm sure you’ve gone
ahead of me, but you’ll remember the occasion oeEmbin Luke 4, when Jesus
was in a synagogue in Nazareth, and he stood gatbfrom Isaiah 61, and he
read, The Spirit of the Lord is ome, because he anointexe to preach good
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freefdo the prisoners and
recovery of sight for the blind, to release the @ssed, to proclaim the year of
the Lord’s favour. Then Jesus saitlfoday this scripture igulfilled in your
hearing.’ Jesus applies the prophecy of the servant to himsel
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And people who were there seeing him working mesaend bringing the good
news about the kingdom of Gadso applied this prophecy to him. Look at
Matthew 12, verse 15 onwards: [read Matthew 12:1b-2

People recognised thlakre was the one who was chosen by God to bring
release and freedom as it had been prophesieaiah|sll those years before.

Up to now, we've seen Israel looking forward taesse from captivity, but now
we see Jesus using those same words to stateetisathe Servant of God that
was promised, and he has come to address man’ssteeged. In the gospels
we see him ministering to everyone he sees, rexge@od to everyone. He goes
around working miracles and healing people.

In Isaiah we see God setting his people free frogsjeal captivity and
hardship; in the New Testament we see that Jeshe servant who has come
to release fronspiritual captivity, from slavery tgin as well as physical
sickness.

Jesus’ mission was to come to resolve that crisisware talking about earlier —
the broken relationship between God and man — e ¢a bring release from
spiritual blindness and spiritual darkness. WhdmJdewton writes in his song
of his chains falling off, those weren’t physicalkins, those werspiritual
chains. He was made spiritually free by recognisinag Jesus, the chosen
servant of God, the only Son of God came to releasdrom the guilt of his
sin. No more condemnation. The crisis resolved. drio&en relationship
healed. The masterpiece worth restoring.

The blind can see. Jesus said in John 8tEn the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will never walk in darkness, but wilveahe light of life.Jesus said
of his teaching Then you will know the truth, and the truth wiltg/ou free.’
John 8:32.

Jesus came to bring justice, to bring a right ustdeding of who God is, of his
righteous ways, and of man’s standing before aladioaship with God. But he
didn’t need to just come artdll it how it is — he needed to bring a way that this
justice could beestored, the way othealing that broken relationship. He had
to bring the means of salvation.

And that's why we’re here this morning, about tohga around this table, and
take the bread and the wine. tdek away the cause of that broken
relationship. 7
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He took away the punishment for the sin that separated man Goah, by
taking it uporhimself as he suffered on the cross. He didn’t faltenvhen’t
discouraged, he established justice on earth fon@inationsHe suffered so
we don’tneedto. Hehealedour broken relationship with God.

Earlier on | said that there was a crisis that edagsolving — the broken
relationship between God and you needed restoBog.and man torn apart.
Was that split worth repairing and restoring? GaygksYes, of course!” God
made you in his own image, you are a masterpiezaged by God in his own
likeness. Godvants you to be in relationship with him. Ag@u worth
restoring? God says ‘Of course you're worth restprno matter what the cost.’

The cost was his servant. The cost was Jesus.
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